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THE ART OF DANCE AS A TRANSLATOR OF CULTURAL MEMORY IN CONTEMPORARY UKRAINE 
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Sports and Wellness Technologies, Kharkiv State Academy of Culture, Kharkiv 
 

The article explores the artistic and aesthetic possibilities of choreographic art in its ability to structure and reproduce the 

cultural memory of Ukraine at the present stage. Cultural memory is characterised as a set of carriers and practices for 

reproducing national identity in a community. It is noted that cultural memory and national identity in dance art are represented at 

different levels through musical and rhythmic images and means of choreographic expression. The artistic and conceptual 

possibilities of classical, folk, ballroom and contemporary choreography are demonstrated, the differences between which are 

determined by the peculiarities of their formation in the Soviet period, the variability of the use of Ukrainian material and the 

nearness to contemporary events, which ensures the formation of the cultural memory of the Ukrainian nation. It is emphasised 

that universal choreographic vocabulary contributes to the representation of Ukraine in the international context, while reliance on 

classical and contemporary Ukrainian material corresponds to the processes of nation-building in Ukraine. 

Key words: choreography, dance teaching, performing arts, cultural memory, folk choreography, classical dance, 

ballroom dance, contemporary dance. 
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The aim of the article is to investigate the artistic and aesthetic possibilities of choreographic art in its ability to 

structure and reproduce cultural memory in Ukraine at the present stage. 

The methodological basis of the investigation is an art history and cultural studies approach. Within this 

approach, methods of semiotic, comparative, and historical-genetic analysis were used. 

Results. The connection between dance art and cultural memory is demonstrated. Cultural memory is characterised as 

a set of carriers and practices for reproducing national identity in a community. It is emphasised that art has the ability to 

preserve and interpret cultural memory in artistic images over a long period of time. It is noted that cultural memory and 

national identity in dance art are represented at different levels through musical and rhythmic images and means of 

choreographic expression. It is noted that the differences are due to the peculiarities of the trends and conditions of formation 

in the Soviet period. Ideological control over the training of future specialists and the repertoire of creative groups led to the 

deformation of Ukrainian imagery, but it contributed to the preservation of cultural memory. The artistic and conceptual 

possibilities of classical, folk, ballroom and contemporary choreography are demonstrated, the differences between which are 

determined by the variability of the use of Ukrainian material and the nearness to contemporary events, which ensures the 

formation of the cultural memory of the Ukrainian nation. Due to the globalised and digitalised world, a universal 

choreographic vocabulary contributes to Ukraine9s representation in the international context. At the same time, reliance on 
classical and contemporary Ukrainian material corresponds to the processes of nation building in Ukraine. 

Scientific novelty lies in the investigation of the artistic representation of cultural memory using the example of 

choreography and art education in the field of performing arts in modern Ukraine. 

The practical significance lies in the use of the research results in teaching practical and theoretical disciplines in 

dance art. The materials can be used in the development of art projects and international dance projects, as well as in 

further scientific work on the study of the nation-building potential of choreography. 
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