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circle of the chaplains, the rise in their importance, the replacement of mobilized male cantors and palamars, organists and 

bell-ringers by women and teenagers on the home front. The church music of Poles, Jews, Germans and other ethnic groups 

had its own features too. The mournful performance of funeral chants, which was sometimes combined with the play of brass 

orchestras, became more and more frequent. The place of church music in rituals and holidays, its function in ceremonies and 

celebrations will be a necessary contribution to such poorly developed issue in the field of Ukrainian cultural studies. Musical 

art, in particular, church music, has successfully performed the inherent social and cultural functions in the lives of civilians 

and the military, social strata, believers of different denominations;  it helped fight, educate and mobilize, heal and promote 

Ukrainian nation. The actions of the state and the citizens in the realm of music during the war confirmed high importance of 

such kind of art. It gives grounds for claiming that this period of time had a certain contribution to the development of 

Ukrainian musical culture. 
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URBAN SONG SUBCULTURE AND SICH RIFLEMEN’S SONGS IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE REGIONAL TRADITION OF GALICIA’S MUSIC ART 

 

Kolubayev Oleg – Ph.D in History of Arts, Associate Professor,  

The $recarpathian National University named after V. Stefanik, Ivano-Frankivsk 
 

The article highlights the process of formation of the genre of street («batiarskiy») song as an important element 

of the urban musical subculture in the context of fundamental historical changes in the life of the multicultural 

community of Galicia region at the end of the 19th 3 the first third of the 20th century. The exceptional importance of 

the creativity of Sich Riflemen and a whole galaxy of artists, who carried national and regional patriotic symbolism, 

performed the functions of a peculiar artistic opposition to alien influences of the occupation regime in forming of the 

traditions of the popular song of Galicia is considered in a separate perspective. It is revealed that the repertoire 

tradition of the urban song subculture of Galicia, as well as the creativity of the Ukrainian Sich Riflemen9s artists and its 
folklorized forms, being the established norm of widespread popular use for the western Ukrainian territories, is 

gradually projected on further processes of genre formation and certainly has a significant influence on the trends of 

popular development. 

Key words: variety song, patriotic song, urban song subculture, the songs of Sich Riflemen, regional song 

tradition. 
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URBAN SONG SUBCULTURE AND SICH RIFLEMEN’S SONGS IN THE PROCESS  
OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGIONAL TRADITION OF GALICIA’S MUSIC ART 

 

Kolubayev Oleg – Ph.D in History of Arts, Associate Professor, 

The $recarpathian National University named after V. Stefanik, Ivano-Frankivsk  
 

The aim of this paper is to reveal the peculiarities of the development of the tradition of pop-song performance 

of Galicia at the end of the 19th 3 the first third of the )) th century, analyzing some publications and studies of the 

composers' creative activities (B. Vesolovsky, V. Baltarovich, J. Barnich, S. Huminilovich, E. Kozak, A. Rudnitsky, 

M. Gayvoronsky, B. Kryzhanivsky, R. Kupchinsky, L. Lepky and others), performers and artistic formations. To 

distinguish the importance of formation of a layer of urban song subculture and «batiarskiy song», as a personification 

of the outlook of a new industrial society, to determine the place of creativity of Sich Riflemen in the development of 

the variety song genre of the Western Ukrainian region. 
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Research methodology. Historical and deductive methods have been used in this scientific research. In addition, on the 

basis of the analysis of published works and research on the creative activity of a whole pleiad of composers (B. Vesolovsky, 

V. Baltarovich, J. Barnich, S. Huminilovich, E. Kozak, A. Rudnitsky, M. Gayvoronsky, B. Kryzhanivsky, R. Kupchinsky, 

L. Lepky and others), performers and artistic formations of Western Ukraine. 

Results. The «light» musical art at the end of the 19th 3 the first third of the 20th century in the Western Ukrainian 

region relied on an ancient, rooted tradition, which was realized on the basis of mastering the multicultural tendencies of 

European art and enriched with folklore intonations and genres features, some of nationally oriented and highly artistic 

samples of solo songs, dances, ballads, theater and concert numbers. In this historical period we can say about the emergence 

of the genre of street («batiarsky») song, as an important element of the process of development of entertaining «light» 
musical art, characterized by the formation of their own urban culture and synthesize it with the leading European trends. 

In the future, in connection with historical events and changing of the socio-cultural demands of the society, 

these trends are observed in the work of the patriotic and creative elite in the formation of Ukrainian Sich Riflemen 

(USR), who in very difficult periods of war were keeping extremely positive and vital spirit, an entertaining nature that 

follows and finds its continuation at the period of formation of the urban song subculture and «Batiarivka». 
The specifics of the problem, and therefore the look at the art of the entertainment genre in the outlined period, 

requires a broader scope of research on the traditions, sources, activities of individual personalities, which undoubtedly 

had a significant impact on the evolution of the regional tradition of variety and musical art. 

Novelty. The importance of formation of a layer of urban song subculture and «batiarskiy song» was emphasized 

as the embodiment of the outlook of a new industrial society. The place of the creativity of Sich Riflemen in the 

development of the pop-song genre of the Western Ukrainian region was determined. 

The practical significance. The generalized observation of this article can be used in the pedagogical process at 

the preparatory stage of mastering the regional repertoire, in the history of Ukrainian musical culture research seminars, 

in composing of the annotations to audio recordings and concert programs. 
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